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RECTOR'S INTRODUCTION
This collection of annual reports for the Ironstone Family of Churches has been compiled in time for
our Annual Parochial Church meetings being held during April and May 2026. Our thanks to Marie
Hough our Multi-Parish Administrator for producing this booklet, and for those who have contributed
to it from across our six parishes. I hope it gives you a feel for what has been happening during the
past year, as well as summary information about the finances of each church. 

Annual reports – and Annual Church Meetings - can provide a useful opportunity for us to reflect on
how things are going, as we look back over the past year. I’d like to thank the Ironstone
Churchwardens for their dedicated work, members of the Ministry Team who lead services in our
churches, and all those who serve on our six PCCs, as well as Marie our Multi-Parish Administrator.
Our thanks also go to those who help with the work of our parish churches in any way, whether ‘up
front’ or ‘behind the scenes’. In recent years, we have held a Thank You Tea Party to express our
appreciation. Last year Penny Clemons organised this in Waltham on 26  July, and it was a lovely
occasion.

th

 

As you know, our world continues to face many challenges, and we find ourselves living in anxious and
uncertain times. The Church also faces challenges – both at national, diocesan, and local level. Yet in
the midst of this, it is important that we remember what we can do locally to make a difference to the
world around us – e.g. through the care of our Ironstone churches - both the people and the buildings
- and the nurturing of their capacity to serve our villages. Whether through work on building related
projects, providing hospitality to local groups or individuals, or encouraging and sustaining regular
prayer and worship, we are seeking to strengthen a visible Christian presence across our village
communities. Over the past year, it has been encouraging to see the growth and consolidation of the
Youth Club held in Waltham Church. There has also been encouraging progress in maintaining and
developing our buildings – e.g. the work underway on the major Eaton Inspire Project and the heating
and lighting development nearing completion in Eastwell. It has also been encouraging to see
increased attendance in several special services, especially those held across the Christmas period. 

Amidst whatever changes and challenges we face, may we remember that the message at the heart of
Easter offers hope for us all. Through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God “has given us
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an
inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade” (1 Peter 1. 3, 4).  As we look to the Living Lord, may the
power of His Spirit inspire us afresh to be His faithful witnesses in the Ironstone villages we seek to
serve, serving our communities faithfully, hopefully, and lovingly, to the glory of God.

John Barr, Rector    
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John Barr,
Rector



CHADWELL CHURCH
ACCOUNT SUMMARY
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The balance of the Chadwell church account at the start of April
2024 was £6,268.29.

We have had the same two items of expenditure as last year- the
insurance of £2,952.47 and Thunderbolt lightning of £78, totalling
£3,030.47.

The income is the same as last year, we kindly receive a monthly
donation of £10 so total income was £120. 

This leaves a balance at 31st March 2025 of £3,347.82. 

Clearly, this is a worry as, depending on the increase in costs, we
will barely have enough money in the account for next year’s
expenditure.

 

Doreen Ottewell,
Churchwarden



CHADWELL CHURCHYARD
ACCOUNT SUMMARY
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St Mary's Church, Chadwell - Churchyard Account is used for
the maintenance of the churchyard which remains open for
burials. The main expense is the grass mowing and monies
available are falling as the community have little interest in
contributing to the fund. However, appreciation has been
shown that this expense continues to keep the churchyard tidy.

Penny Clemons



Sue Watford,
Churchwarden
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EASTWELL CHURCH REPORT
Well, we’ve probably finished at the end of 2025 in a better position than we’ve been for a few years, thanks
to:

The new lighting and the heated pew cushions were installed during the year. Both have made an
incredible difference to the church. Now we’re only a hop, skip and jump away from having the wall
heaters put in – and the heating and lighting we’ve been talking about for years will finally be
completed.    
Last year also saw us welcome three new members onto the PCC, which is a great step forward: Ian
Beauchamp, followed by Stew Urquhart and Suzanne Rathbone who have both agreed to become co-
opted members to put some freshness into our fundraising – all three revitalising and strengthening us.
The new organ has finally been reassembled after spending almost a couple of years having a long sleep
on the back pews. “Getting in the way” doesn’t begin to describe it. Not an A* plus, though, as we now
seem unable to get the old organ removed.

In some ways we do feel on the verge of new life, but on the other hand, we had our Quinquennial
Inspection last year opening the vista of more fundraising to cope with the £46,000 worth of work which
was highlighted - so it’s back to the unedifying task of applying for more grants. We do have five years in
which to complete it, though!

Services continue in pretty much the same pattern, but, by request, we have re-introduced hymns at the
last Sunday of the month Holy Communion service at 9.00 am – unfortunately that has made no difference
to the size of the congregation. However, the services – and the support we get for them – are kept
continually under discussion … and the ones we do have are good and satisfying.

At our PCC meeting after the AGM we will be discussing possible future activities and their potential
support: it is planned to run the dog show (a remnant of Eastwell Fete), together with a flower show this
year; the bonfire night will be held again (as it continues to be well-supported); the Stathern School
Christmas Concert has been booked! …. and we hope to have a raft of other possibilities throughout the
year.  If you have any ideas and can provide some help towards making them happen, please speak up. 

As already mentioned, it does seem as though we’re on the verge of an upturn – and the number of
volunteers who have offered help seems to be growing. Some very large jobs have been tackled by some,
and we increasingly rely on others who are always prepared to help when asked – whatever the job, large or
small, any help is always greatly appreciated, and, indeed, the church could not function without it.  So
please believe that we are truly thankful.

Long may the sun shine on Eastwell church and those who keep it alive, as it did on Easter Day!
 



Ian Beauchamp,
Treasurer
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EASTWELL CHURCH
ACCOUNT SUMMARY

St Michael & All Angels made an operating loss of £7,725 over the course of 2025. This reflects planned
works to improve the facilities primarily through the installation of an energy efficient pew heating system
and replacement of incandescent lamps with energy efficient LED lighting.

The most significant variance to 2024 revenue is that receipt of donations and collections fell by 74%
together with a fall in revenue of 21% for special events. Special events include the popular Eastwell Dog
Show, bonfire night, weddings, christening, etc. All other areas of revenue remained relatively consistent.

A significant factor in the reduction in special events revenue is that a Race Night hosted by the village hall.
From an operating perspective there were technical and other issues. Despite the event being thoroughly
enjoyed by all, it was decided not to hold the event in 2025 until these points were resolved.

Well attended and enjoyed fundraising events throughout the year, actively supported through the hard
work of supporters of the church, both within Eastwell and further afield within the local community,
assisted in reducing the expected operating loss.

The success of fundraising events has only been possible by so many freely giving their time to help keep
the church clean and welcoming with flower arrangements, information boards, painting of the pews,
working parties to improve the grounds, grass cutting, donations of prizes, baking of cakes and making of
refreshments, etc. Without this greatly valued contribution, ongoing repairs and improvement works to the
church will slow to a halt.

New members to the PCC in 2025 are bringing fresh ideas for events to develop the excellent work that has
been undertaken in the past, such as the annual Eastwell Dog Show, where revenues have increased.

Ongoing planned works for 2026 to undertake necessary repairs to the fabric of the church to resolve
water penetration issues, clearing and repair of guttering / drains, etc and to improve the overall condition
of the building. There will also be further replacement of old energy hungry heating units with increased
efficiency units, which will be key in reducing electrical services costs in these ever challenging times.

However, funding remains very tight and to support activities, grants continue to be actively sought.
Unfortunately, one source was the Listed Places of Worship (LPW) scheme, which has been closed and
replaced with the Places of Worship Renewal Fund. The £92M of funding over the next four years for this
scheme represents a reduction compared to the LPW scheme, which will intensify competition for award of
a grant within a diminishing pool.
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At the Annual Meeting on 14  April 2025 all PCC th

members were re-elected, it was proposed that 
Helen Smith be elected to the PCC in her role as 
co project lead. Many thanks to Steph who 
continues in her role as PCC secretary and 
electoral role officer, and Tom Waterman who 
continues to support us with his accountancy skills. 
Thanks also to Carole Luckwell representing the 
Friends of St Denys. During the year Amanda Dylag, due to family commitments, 
left the PCC.

Church Members
St Denys’ regular village congregation remains quite low in numbers, but the monthly Holy
Communion service is boosted by members of the other Ironstone Benefice Churches. “Special”
services are well attended by locals, and a few new faces have become regular. Services benefit from
people attending across the Benefice, and from village support at special events and occasions.
The family of Don Shields had designed and ordered new Falls for the pulpit and lectern. These were
dedicated at a special service in July and look extremely beautiful. It was a lovely and practical way to
acknowledge the many years of Don’s support of the church.

Eaton InSpired: Church Restoration Works
2025 has seen the start of restoration works on the spire, tower and SE corner, following the generous
grant of £250,000 from the National Lottery heritage Fund in May. Along with other grants awarded
and local fundraising work was able to start in November, following a tendering process to appoint a
stone masonry firm. 
Scaffolding was erected to the tower up to parapet
level, following concerns about the stability of the 
pinnacles. This also enabled a full and close 
inspection of the tower stonework, and the 
mapping of stones to be replaced, and mortar 
areas requiring scraping out and re-pointing. 
The original proposal had included 300 stones to 
be replaced in the tower, however on inspection it
was assessed that this number was @400. There is
 also tracery work to be carved and inserted on the 
belfry windows, and extensive work required to 
stabilise the parapet and pinnacles. 

EATON CHURCH REPORT
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Work on the SE corner of the South Aisle commenced in January, with new quoins and ironstone
having been ordered and received. Due to inclement weather this work has been slow in progressing
but is still within the allocated time-frame.
Application for a Faculty to install the accessible toilet and baby changing facilities have been ongoing,
with a visit from the DAC requiring a Report on the structure and strength of the current vestry walls,
apropos supporting the proposed roof. This report was still awaited at the end of December.
The PCC are very happy with the appointment of AMS Stonemasons, Lee is a skilled and sympathetic
stonemason, and brings a small team of workers with him. As a Team the stonemason, architect
(Simon Bird) and PCC work extremely well together and feel that the works are being undertaken in a
thoughtful and expeditious way. 2026 will see the completion of these works , hopefully by early
September.
The overall project, Eaton InSpired, runs until October 2027, and it is exciting that out of the NHLF
monies have arisen village groups taking forward work related to swifts, bats, wildflowers and the
history and heritage of the church and area. There is substantial support and involvement across
Eaton, which is a wonderful outcome of the project. 

Minster Communities
During 2025 the PCC took part in several discussions, and a vote was cast supporting a final proposal.
However, the majority of the Framland Deanery voted against the proposal, so no further progress has
been made.

Finances
St Denys has continued to pay for the support of Colin Wood – book-keeper, to support Sue Bradley in
her role as Acting Treasurer, and during the year the church’s accounts have been uploaded onto My
Funding Account. Geoff Hulland has again acted as External Auditor to the Church Accounts, which he
has reviewed and signed off as a true record, for 2025. The PCC’s thanks go to Geoff for undertaking
this role. See Treasurer’s Report for further details.

 

EATON CHURCH REPORT
CONT.
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Church Activities 2025
St Denys has held a Good Friday Service, Easter Sunday Service, Harvest Festival Service,
Remembering Service, Remembrance Sunday Service, Village Carol Singing, Carol Service and an
Outdoor Service during the Eaton Big Weekend, with a Sunset Memorial to commemorate the end of
WW2. As part of the Big Weekend the church held a WW2 themed Flower Festival with Afternoon Teas.
The whole weekend was extremely successful, and the church looked particularly beautiful.
As a knock-on effect from the advertised Village Carol Singing several village members expressed an
interest in getting together to sing. We now have the start of a Village Community Choir, which can
sing at particular services and possibly other village events. Although it is early days as yet, we are
hopeful for the future. 
Our long serving organist Blanche Hubbard has decided to retire from her position after playing for
the church for many decades. Our sincere thanks go to Blanche for her many years of committed and
skillful playing for so many services that have taken place in St Denys. 
The PCC is very pleased that Lorna Hardman has very kindly offered to play for us at our monthly
services, and also with the fledgling choir. 

Summary
2025 has been a busy and exciting year for St Denys church. The demands of such a huge restoration
project are many, but excellent local support and a committed PCC has been invaluable in enabling
Eaton InSpired to move forward, and the life of St Denys to continue in a variety of ways.

EATON CHURCH REPORT
CONT.
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Gill Short, Churchwarden and
Sue Bradley, Assistant Priest



Annual Treasurer’s Report for 1  January 2025 - 31  December 2025st st

2025 has been an exciting financial year for St Denys and the Eaton InSpired Restoration Project. In
April the PCC was awarded £250,000 by the National Lottery Heritage Fund, of which £125,000 was
received in May. These monies, along with other grants and fundraising enabled the PCC to undertake
a tendering process for the restoration works to the SE Corner, Tower and Spire in the late summer of
2025.

An account was opened with the CCLA and £130,000 was transferred to ensure that interest was
received upon the monies until they were needed. 
As work progressed monies have been transferred back to the St Denys church fabric account to pay
invoices.

The www.myfundaccounting.online database has been used throughout 2025 to log and track all
financial transactions, work undertaken quarterly by Rev Sue Bradley (as acting Treasurer) and Colin
Wood (AAT Licenced Bookkeeper).  This can be directly accessed by Rev Bradley and Colin Wood, and
viewed by Rev Barr, Sue Peters and Hannah Canham.
The database provides summary pages of relevant balance sheets etc, which are used for the Annual
Audit of St Denys accounts, undertaken by Geoff Hulland.

Summary of St Denys financial situation for 2025:

Income and Expenditure
Annual income General account                                                                 £6,531.06
Annual income Fabric Fund                                                                         £153,091.00
Dividend available from the School Fund                                                   £6,117.34

Annual Expenditure General account                                                         £13,462.40
(which includes Parish Contribution of £6,000)
Annual Expenditure Fabric Fund                                                                 £25,990.26

The accounts have been audited by Geoff Hulland and certified as a true record.

The annual Financial Return has been made to the Diocese for St Denys Church.

EATON CHURCH ACCOUNT
SUMMARY
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Update on the Fabric Fund and Eaton InSpired Campaign
Following the Quinquennial Inspection of 2022 and funding campaign undertaken in 2024, the ‘Eaton
InSpired’ restoration project has been conceived and is now in progress. 
Work is planned on the spire and tower, SE corner and the installation of an accessible toilet and baby
changing facility, the total sum of these works being over £400,000. 
The application to the Heritage Lottery Fund for @£250,000 (submitted in Feb 2025) was successful,
and along with other grants enabled the restoration work project to be launched in late summer 2025.

Donations from local supporters and fundraising events: £6,538.52

External grants received through in 2025:
Leicester Historic Churches Trust- Restoration: £5,000. Can Claim following work.
Beatrice Laing Trust- Toilet: £5,000. Can Claim following work.
National Churches Trust- Restoration: £24,515. Can claim following work.
Benefact Trust- Restoration & Improvements: £8,150. Received.

A number of people help with the financial management of St Denys, and many thanks go to Sue Peters
who continues to manage the cheque books and income/expenditure on a day-to-day basis, to Helen
Smith who has been tireless in pursuing funding opportunities to support the works, and to Tom
Waterman who holds a role with oversight of the Eaton InSpired financial affairs.
The ‘Friends of St Denys’ charity continue to work hard to fundraise for the fabric of St Denys, and
their support is highly valued.
The support and good-will of Eaton residents is also acknowledged as their input to fund-raising
efforts has been huge over 2025.
Thank you everyone!

Going Forward in 2026
Following funding payments of 50% of the total cost of ‘Eaton InSpired’ the NLHF will release a further
30% of the original grant. 
There are a few further grant applications that will be pursued in 2026, seeking the remainder of the
funds needed to secure the works and the future of St Denys.
Local fund-raising is planned for 2026 including afternoon teas, a concert and other events.

Rev Bradley and Colin Wood will continue to keep St Denys income and expenditure logged on the
MyFundAccounting. It is hoped at some point that a volunteer may be found to take on the Treasurer
role.

EATON CHURCH ACCOUNT
SUMMARY CONT.
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Rev Susan F Bradley



General
At Goadby Marwood, the beautiful Grade 1 listed church continues to hold regular services. A continuing
problem for St Denys is the declining attendance at Evensong, principally due to the age of the
congregation and disability. The average number of attendees is twelve with a higher figure in summer but
in cold winter evenings it can be lower. A major problem in the winter months is the lack of heating and as
a result, the PCC is investigating possible solutions to improve the situation.

The PCC is also introducing other events to make better use of the church. During the year there was a
day to celebrate St Denys with a Harvest lunch at the Village Hall followed by a Patronal Choral Evensong
with St Wulfram’s. For the event Scalford School decorated the church with butterflies. The day was very
successful with an attendance of over eighty for the Choral Evensong. As in other years, we participated in
Ride and Stride. There was also a popular evening of carols where many young participated in the
readings and solo songs.

The Village Hall operates in parallel for some joint events and is 
alsoavailable for Benefice and other church related meetings 
where refreshments  and other facilities are needed.

The Quinquennial Inspection finally took place during the 
summer and not unexpectedly highlighted a number of areas 
which need attention. There are commented on in the section on
Fabric below.

The PCC voted red in the Minster Communities proposal 
advanced by the Diocese.

Mission
We have not changed our mission from last year which has 
achieved some success. The objective was to link and co-ordinate 
villagers who support local activities but who are not church goers with those who attend regularly. There
are now regular fundraising activities such as a monthly pop-up pub and coffee mornings where profits
are split with the church.

GOADBY MARWOOD
CHURCH REPORT
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GOADBY MARWOOD
CHURCH REPORT CONT.
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Fabric
The Quinquennial Inspection took place and as previously mentioned, a number of issues were
highlighted. The PCC has drawn up a list of these and agreed a plan of action. There is a list of smaller
items which are mainly routine maintenance and can be dealt with in the short term but some are larger,
more complex and costly. These will require external finance. In particular the repair of windows and the
refurbishment of the tower and bells will require detailed cost estimates in advance of seeking grants. 

At present there is no heating system which impacts on the ability to encourage new members to join our
congregation. A number of schemes have been considered but it seems likely that the most appropriate is
a system to warm the pews. The example of another church in our Benefice is being studied to establish
its suitability.  

Services
In the current year we continue to hold an Evensong Service at 6pm on the fourth Sunday every month.
Once a quarter on the third Sunday of the month we hold a 10.30am Benefice Communion Service. On the
evening of Good Friday there is Tenebrae and an annual Remembrance Service with the British Legion is
held in November. These are both well attended and very popular. 

Colette Stein and
Harry Westropp,
Churchwardens



 G
O

A
DB

Y 
M

A
RW

O
O

D 
A

C
C

O
UN

TS

IRONSTONE VILLAGES FAMILY OF CHURCHES | ANNUAL REPORT 2025          PAGE 15

GOADBY MARWOOD
ACCOUNT SUMMARY

Treasurer’s Report for Financial Year 2025

Bank balances

                                             Opening 1st Jan 2025               Closing 31st Dec 2025
General                                                         £2,822                                          £3,401
Restricted (Fabric)                                     £13,833                                         £12,801

Key financial movements
• £2,000 Parish Contribution
• Trading activities: "100 Club" Tote split 50/50 with Village Hall since 2023

Contribution of 100 Club
We note with sincere thanks to Nigel Allen the 100 Club which contributed over
£750 net to the church coffers
in 2025.

2025 Commentary
A modest year in terms of both income and outgoings. Quinquennial review
undertaken in July, report
received November; findings will require substantial expenditure from Restricted
account in 2026.

2025 Parish Contribution
£2,000 paid in two instalments.

Nigel Bell,
Treasurer



Writing the annual report gives a chance to look back over the last twelve 
months and reflect. Here at Scalford it was good to welcome new faces 
onto the PCC and to work throughout the year with many others who have
helped in so many ways. Whilst numbers at church services have remained 
fairly constant the commitment of the community to work together on 
many activities has been truly refreshing and encouraging. Regular 
happenings such as fish and chips , lunch club, cleaning and flower displays 
have continued, thanks to all involved. It needs to be acknowledged that 
those who do not attend regular church services are still very much apart 
of our community and gratefully valued. 

The Bell Ringing Group continue to work hard and a warm welcome to the new Tower Captain. An
interesting devise to make the ropes more usable in the cold has been devised as well as a new frame to
tie back the bell ropes. A novice organ player is practising regularly and we look forward to his first
public appearance.

We also welcomed Mums and Toddlers, with coffee and cake for any at the same time, and although ,
due to maternity leave, this has stopped currently we hope to restart this enterprise when the new Room
is ready giving greater comfort and security.

The Room for All is still very much needed – as shown in January when we had to cancel Lunch Club due
to the cold weather – and fundraising has continued throughout the year. The amount needed is nearly
achieved and we look forward to the construction work starting. Please support events this coming year
including the Grand Raffle being launched at the Mothering Sunday Celebrations.

St Egelwin has continued to host two monthly services – the 10-30 Ironstone Communion and the less
formal, often lay led Praise on Sunday. Harvest festival, Remembrance Sunday, Christmas, Plough
Monday and Candlemas were all included at the expected time following Easter and now, full circle we
think again of Easter – Wednesday Prayers held weekly throughout Lentstarted in Scalford, before
moving on to the other Benefice churches.

Social events included VE day celebrations, the Melton Brass Band entertained us before Christmas,
afternoon teas and the ever popular Wreath making evening. School Events also continue to be very
much part of the year’s calendar with regular Together in Worship, Messy Fiestas, Nativity and
celebrations for Mothers, Fathers, Remembrance, Harvest , Easter and Christmas and the End of Year
Send Off.

Three funerals and a wedding completed the year.

Our thanks to Rev Barr for his work, support and 
friendship throughout.

The Minster Community conundrum continues to be messy and is far from settled. This having been said
here at Scalford we will continue to serve the community.

SCALFORD CHURCH REPORT
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Penny Clemons,
Churchwarden



Treasurer’s Report 2025

The main focus for the last financial year has continued to be
the raising of funds and grants for the proposed construction
of a Community Room within the church. The Appeal Account
for the project reached £50,000 by the end of the year and is a
good way towards the estimated build cost of £80,000. Fund
raising and grant applications will continue in 2026 in a bid to
make an early start on the construction of the room. 

In the Treasurer’s account I am pleased to report that Income
for the year exceeded expenditure by £3,738. The expenditure
included our Parish Contribution of £7,497. Collections at
services and regular giving remained at similar levels to
previous years.
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Steve Harris,
Treasurer

SCALFORD ACCOUNT
SUMMARY



STONESBY CHURCH REPORT
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2025 for St Peters church proved to be rather a testing one all round.

At the end of March our gas fired heating broke down, and after obtaining a quote for replacing the boiler
programer, nearly £1000.00!!, it was decided by the PCC that we would rather replace the carbon
unfriendly system, by installing a more ECO friendly option.

We requested a visit from the Diocese heating advisor , Richard Taylor, who recommended wall mounted
Infra red electric heaters, to heat the people instead of trying to heat the whole Church.
So began the very lengthy process of obtaining quotes from specialised companies, thank you to those
who helped in organising these visits.

Applying for a Faculty from the Diocese to obtain permission, has been another story, sadly, we are still
waiting for our application to be approved, but hopefully we will receive positive news very soon, and
work can take place over the summer months.

Obviously, this will be a very costly investment, which we are funding from our own savings, and
throughout 2025 maintenance had been a challenge.

During the long hot summer months, I booked Chris’, from “Lead Works”, to inspect the roof, he found
that certain areas of lead had slipped and broken away, causing a number of concerning leaks, two visits
from Chris’ has sorted it out for the time being, monitoring is still ongoing due to heavy downpours
during the past months.

We also had to find a very large sum of money, in hiring a specialised cleaning company, to carry out
cleaning and fumigating the Church tower, staircase, ringing chamber, and bell chamber, due to an
extreme infestation of Pigeons and Jackdaws.
This took three days to complete, they carried out an excellent job, and repaired all entry points as well,
which so far has been successful .

As our Quinquennial is due to take place in 2026, this was vital work to get completed.

Our services of Holy communion continue to be held every second Sunday each month, congregation
numbers vary, depending on how many people support us from across the Benefice, many thanks to all
those who travel to join us, your support is much appreciated.

Thanks go to Sue Watford, monthly services, and Geoff Hulland, for our Christmas services, for giving
their time to play our Organ, always much appreciated.



IRONSTONE VILLAGES FAMILY OF CHURCHES | ANNUAL REPORT 2025          PAGE 19

Jill Stannage,
Churchwarden

In the Autumn of 2024, we cancelled our monthly 9am 
service of Matins, as numbers were very small, we had 
planned to re start these services in April 25, but due to 
the heating breaking down, the PCC decided this 
wouldn’t go ahead as it was far too cold that early in the
morning, this will be reviewed again at a later date.

We continue to join with the members of the Methodist 
chapel for our Ecumenical services throughout the year, 
these occasions started with the Easter sunrise service, 
followed by breakfast in the community centre, St Peters
Patronal service, the village Harvest thanksgiving service, Remembrance Sunday, and rounding off the
year with our service of 9 Lessons and carols, plus our Christmas morning Holy communion service.

We continue to discuss how we might extend these joint services moving forward.

Many thanks to Revd John and Revd Sue, for their continuing Ministry, looking around the current
situation in a lot of parishes, not just in Leicestershire, but throughout the country, we are so grateful for
their Ministry and care across the Ironstone Benefice.

Thank you also to those who sit on our PCC, and offer their help and advice to keep St Peters Church
functioning in these difficult times, we are rewarded by being able to join together in worship in our
beautiful Church.

Blessings

STONESBY CHURCH REPORT
CONT.
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STONESBY ACCOUNT
SUMMARY

Harry Pepper,
Treasurer



Church
Our pattern of Sunday services in 2025 was a monthly afternoon Café Church with activities, songs and
discussion on a bible theme, and a 4  Sunday Holy Communion. th

In April we introduced a new monthly zoom service called Reflections which ran until July. 

Every Wednesday at 9am we hold a short service of Prayers for Healing and Wholeness. If anyone
needs prayer for themselves or situations or for people you know, do please let us know.

Easter Day saw us hosting a community continental style breakfast followed by a short communion
service in the chancel. We had a great turnout.

A pet service was held in August.

The annual Remembrance service was again very well attended with the Waltham Scout Group
parading, and a short service held on the village green followed by the service in church.

Christmas services were all very well attended, and included Christingle Café Church, a Carols by
Candlelight service (which saw our battery candles used for the first time and also had a very well
received drama), an interactive crib service on Christmas Eve (at which some of Alison Donnelly’s
talented pupils played piano and sang solos) and Holy Communion on Christmas Day.

All are welcome to join in with our services. Our congregation has seen some green shoots of growth in
the past year with people joining in with our services from the Community Café, Little Gems and
school families.

The PCC were delighted to approve and subsequently licence Suzanne Ridge as a Locally Authorised
Minister in the Parish at Café Church in September. 

We ran a 6-week exploring faith course called Uncover and from September to December hosted a 12-
week Alpha course. If you would like to explore your faith more or are interested in baptism or
confirmation, then please contact us.

Our services were reviewed during the year, and in 
2026 we are delighted to be starting Family 40, a 
service focussed on children and their families. 

Please check the Ironstone Benefice and A Church 
Near You websites, the Village News or our Waltham 
Church Facebook page for the latest and most up to 
date information.

WALTHAM CHURCH REPORT
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School
Rev John regularly joins with the primary school for Collective Worship on a Wednesday and we hold
termly themed Messy Fiestas either in church or in school – Shrove Tuesday (where Mike and others
cook pancakes for the whole school), Easter, Harvest, Remembrance and Christingle. 

As well as Messy Fiestas, the school also visits the church for some RE lessons and special services,
and if you visit the church, you will often be able to see some of their creative seasonal work and
interactive prayer space.

The church provides bibles to all Reception children and Year 6 leavers.

Community
We run a Community Café on a Wednesday
morning in church from 10am until 1130am with 
cake, coffee and conversation, daily newspapers 
are available too. Little Gems, our Baby/Toddler 
and Parent/Grandparent/ Carer group also 
meets then.

There is a box in the church where you can leave tinned or dried produce, toiletries and baby products
for donation to the Melton Storehouse Foodbank. We have a special collection with the school at
Harvest time, but the box is there all year round and we regularly drop it down to the Foodbank.

In March we celebrated the first year of Youth Club with a party and a cake! Youth Club is held in
church for young people under 18 in School Years 6 and above. It meets every 2 weeks in term time
and has proved very popular. We are very grateful to all who have donated resources and their time to
this project.

In July, the church hosted the Ironstone Benefice thank you tea party for church volunteers.

We held a Christmas Wreath Making Workshop and an entertaining and interactive evening hosted by
Jed Jaggard from Up and at ‘Em History about the WW1 Christmas Truce and the famous football
match. Both events were raising funds for the church roof repairs.

We also had a bottle stall at the Waltham Charter Fair and hosted a School preloved sale and
supported with a plant stall the Annual local children’s Tractor Run held in aid of Help for Heroes.

We continue to work closely with the Waltham Scout Group especially at Remembrance and the
Beaver Scout section continues to meet in the church during term time.

A weekly Zumba group now meets in church too.

WALTHAM CHURCH REPORT
CONT.
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Buildings
As we reported last year, our buildings inspection highlighted some urgent work that needs done to
the church tower to repair lead and timber. The architect has specified the works, the necessary
church planning approvals obtained, and a contractor appointed. The cost of the works is just over
£30,000 and grants have been applied for (some received) and fundraising activities started. Work is
scheduled to commence in April 2026.

We have carried out remedial work on trees and hedges in the Churchyards.

The church is open every day from 930am until 330pm – sometimes longer – do pop in if you can!

Finally grateful thanks to all our volunteers who serve cakes, teas and coffees, arrange flowers, ring
bells, prepare PowerPoints, assist at services and community activities, play music, clean and polish,
decorate windows and help set up the church and everything else!

 Your support is very much appreciated!

If anyone is interested in helping with any of our activities, please contact us.

WALTHAM CHURCH REPORT
CONT.
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Mike & Christine
Alexander, 
Associate Ministers

Richard Miller,
Churchwarden



The Church made an operating loss of £13K during 2025 which
is commensurate with the year previous. Inflation played a part
although not in all sectors. The cost of energy, for example,
eased considerably due to a revised electricity tariff along with
a stable heating oil price. Our parish contribution offer to the
diocese was paid in full. 

Generous giving, either routinely or on a one-off basis, fell by
7% compared with 2024, continuing a trend over the last few
years. However, in-church donations via the card reader still
grow steadily since its introduction in 2022.

Grants and profits from fundraising events increased following
hard work and ingenuity of many church supporters, including
the Framland Deanery Multi-Parish Administrator.

WALTHAM CHURCH ACCOUNT
SUMMARY
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Richard Porter,
Treasurer



BENEFICE ACCOUNT
SUMMARY
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Harry Pepper,
Treasurer
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Marie Hough, 
Framland Deanery Multi-Parish
Administrator

The “new” dashboard from the Diocese is working well. We can still view the original one where we are
showing as 87% complete as a Benefice. 

On the new dashboard, the “Safeguarding Standards” view, we are still working through the various topics. 

We are now at Level 3 and mostly at Green level complete with some Amber and Red levels being worked
through at current PCC meetings (we are Red level on the training as some PCC members and
Churchwardens are still due to complete their training). 

Penny Clemons and Mike Alexander continue to be the Safeguarding Co-ordinators across the Benefice and
Marie Hough administers the combined dashboard.

It is still the responsibility of each PCC to ensure that their safeguarding responsibilities and training are
undertaken. 

Whilst we have been made aware of potential safeguarding incidents by the diocese, the Ironstone Villages
Family of Churches have not had to raise or respond to any safeguarding issues.

Marie has been updating a spreadsheet of all PCC members and what training they have/have not
completed up to date. This has been used to encourage members to undertake the training and to prompt
members when their training is due to expire. This is the same with DBS checks.

We are grateful to all of those who have completed the training and to those who appreciate the importance
of understanding safeguarding issues and how to recognise/report them. 

 We would encourage those who have not yet completed the required training to do so so that they can be
aware of “red flags” and how to deal with them. Safeguarding is such an important issue and should be
viewed that way by all involved in the church.



Ministry Team
Assistant clergy - The Rev'd. Sue Bradley, Email: bradleysusan74@gmail.com
 
Associate Ministers
Mr. Mike Alexander- Email: wee3mike@btinternet.com & 
Mrs. Chris Alexander, Email: wee3alexander@btinternet.com

We are the Ironstone villages family of churches:
 Chadwell with Wycomb, Eastwell, Eaton, Goadby Marwood, Scalford, Stonesby and

Waltham on the Wolds

Follow us on Facebook where you will find details all of our services and news about all of the
 Ironstone churches: www.facebook.com/ironstonechurches

You can also find information on our website: www.ironstonechurches.org and via A Church Near You 

For all enquiries: t- 01664 793 439, e- sae.churches@gmail.com

Looking after the needs of our communities is
our Rector, Revd. Canon John Barr.

Tel 07802 653818
johnbarr2817@gmail.com

57 Burton Road, Melton Mowbray
Leicestershire, LE13 1DL

CONTACTS
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Framland Deanery Multi-Parish Administrator,
Marie Hough.

Email sae.churches@gmail.com
Tel 01664 793439

St Egelwin's Church, Church Street Scalford
LE14 4DL

Churchwardens:
St Mary Magdalene Church, Waltham On The Wolds- Richard Miller, rjm64044@gmail.com 01664 464240

St Peter's Church, Stonesby- Jill Stannage, jillstannage@icloud.com 07557 346089

St Egelwin's Church, Scalford- Penny Clemons, pennyclemons@live.com 07443618746

St Michael & All Angels Church, Eastwell- Stella MacGregor, 01949 861827 & Sue Watford,
suewatford@aol.com 01949 861256

St Deny's Church, Eaton- Gill Short, gillianshort11@yahoo.com

St Deny's Church, Goadby Marwood- Harry Westropp, hwestropp@aol.com 01664 464202 & Colette Stein,
colette.stein@btinternet.com

Safeguarding. Should you need advice on any matters regarding safeguarding, please contact
Penny Clemons on 01664 444687 or Mike Alexander on 01664 464802.

tel:01664%20464240
tel:01664%20444687
tel:01949%20861256
tel:01664%20464202
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