
	 	 	 	 	 From the Vicarage, 23 Melton Road, Waltham on the Wolds 
        Saturday 11th April 2020, Easter Eve  
 
Dear Friends, 
   
This must be the strangest Easter most of us have ever experienced. Outside it's like summer, as nature 
is now going into overdrive. Yet instead of being out and about enjoying the Bank Holiday weekend, 
most of us are now staying put at home - our contribution in the battle against the spread of 
coronavirus. 
 
Despite all the fear and anxiety, frustration and suffering, there are also signs of hope. Perhaps you saw 
on the news some of the pictures that children have drawn, in order to decorate the new Nightingale 
hospitals. The dominant image they chose is that of the rainbow, and many rainbows have now appeared 
elsewhere in our villages - including the one I photographed yesterday outside Waltham School. 

 
In the Bible, the rainbow is the symbol of hope. Created when 
sunlight refracts through raindrops, perhaps this picture also 
speaks to where we are at as a nation. This Easter there are many 
people who are crying, whether through suffering or bereavement. 
And yet, through those tears, there is also great love and 
compassion being refracted into so many acts of care and kindness 
in our communities. Acts which can speak to us of hope. 
 
And hope is at very the heart of Easter, isn't it? Hope that 

Christians believe God has given us and our world through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
In the light of Easter, we are assured that nothing - even the present crisis we are going through 
together - can separate us from God's love in Jesus Christ. A friend of Mary's and mine from Malvern 
days (Katherine Little) has designed a cross with those words of assurance from St Paul which I'm 
copying below.  
 
In the light of that assurance, may I wish you and your loved ones 
the blessing of fresh hope this Easter,  

 
 
(John Barr, Rector)  
         


